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WEATHER

Temperatures ware three to four

degrees above normal across the State.

Precipitation averaged batwaen one to two

tenths of an inch with a few heavier

showers across the east.

GENERAL

Fieldwork continued at an excellent

pace across Nebraska last week as farmers

were busy planting row crops. Corn

planting was nearing completion but

seeding of sorghum and soybeans remained

in full swing. Some cultivation took

place in early planted corn and hay

harvesting operations continued. Seedbed

preparation for dry beans was active in

several western counties along with weed

control measures on summer fallowed land.

The number of days suitable for fieldwork

was 6.0.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 10%

short, 88% adequate and 2% surplus.

subsoil moisture rated 12% short, 83%

adequate and 5% surplus. A year ago,

topsoil moisture rated 14% short, 28%

adequate and 58% surplus. Subsoil mois-

ture was 57% adequate and 43% surplus.

CROPS

Corn planting progressed to 98%

complete, well ahead of both last year and

the 5-year average at 75%. Emergence

reached 65%, compared to 35% last year and

45% average. Cutworm damage was reported

in several eastern and southern counties.

Sorghum planting moved ahead rapidly
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to 65% complete, far exceeding 15% last

year and 25% average. Sorghum emergence

stood at 25%, compared to zero last year

and 6% average.

Planting of soybeans jumped to 55%.

Last year only 10% of the crop was planted

and 30% is average. Twenty percent of the

crop had emerged, compared to 3% a year

ago and 6% average. Bean leaf beetle

populations were reported high in eastern

Nebraska with soma damage reported in

early planted soybean fields.

Winter-wheat condition rated 1% poor,

12% fair, 78% good and 9% excellent.

Jointing of the crop was virtually com-

plete while heading advanced to 65%,

compared to 2% last year and 30% average.

Development of the wheat crop remained one

week ahead of normal.

The first cutting of alfalfa m_ved
ahead to 20%, compared to 0% last year and

8% average. The crop remained in mostly

good condition, although some damage was

reported to alfalfa resulting from large

nnmhers of alfalfa weevils in some coun-
ties.

LIVESTOCK ._

Pasture and range feed condition

rated 2% short, 93% adequate and 5%

surplus.- Pasture prospects remain good

over most of the State although some

western ranges remain dry. Grasshoppers

were reported to be hatching rapidly in

the Panhandle. Branding operations

remained steady and fly control programs

were starting in northeast Nebraska.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 24, 1985

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

.41 .29 .28 .12 .45' .02 .18 .34

3.43 5.70 8.78 6.97 8.04 5.00 8.08 6.23

4.06 4.44 5.20 4.85 5.43 4.15 4.87 5.78
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